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• Objective is to assist and bring an understanding of the following
• What are the legal dimensions and weights? 
• When is a permit necessary? 
• How can a permit be obtained? 



DOTD Police Mission
• Mission: The Department of Transportation and Development 

(DOTD) Police will protect with courage and vigilance, while serving 
with professionalism and honor. DOTD Police is charged by Louisiana 
state statutes and Transportation Commission Rules and Regulations 
to protect the public and the transportation critical infrastructure by 
enforcing the commercial vehicle weight and size limits, and, driver 
and vehicle safety equipment inspections. Other responsibilities 
include, enforcement of fuel tax, operational authority, seizure of 
contraband, recovery of stolen property, arrest of fugitives, and 
rescue of human trafficking victims.



DOTD Police Vision 

• Vision: The Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD) 
Police will strive to be a model state law enforcement agency, through 
an expectation of excellence, impartiality, and commitment to the 
residents and visitors of our State, through unparalleled service



Where are the DOTD Police Stationary Scales? 
• Baptist-- Interstate 12
• Breaux Bridge --Interstate 10
• Delta Interstate-- 20 
• Greenwood-- Interstate 20 
• Kentwood --Interstate 55
• LaPlace-- Interstate 10 
• Starks-- Highway 12 
• Toomey-- Interstate 10 



Legal Weights on Louisiana Interstates
and Highways LRS 32:386

• The total gross weight of any vehicle or combination of vehicles shall not 
exceed eighty thousand (80,000) pounds, and no vehicle or combination of 
vehicles shall exceed its licensed gross weight. 386 A
• The total gross weight of any combination of vehicles which has a tridum axle 

or a quadrum axle shall not exceed eighty-eight thousand (88,000) pounds 
while operating on any state-maintained highway except the Interstate 
System and shall not exceed eighty-three thousand four hundred (83,400) 
pounds while operating on the Interstate System within this state. 386 I



• MAXIMUM LEGAL AXLE WEIGHT ON INTERSTATE SYSTEM
• SINGLE AXLE------ 20,000 LBS. 386 C

• TANDEM AXLE-----34,000 LBS. 386 D

• TRIDUM AXLE------42,000 LBS. 386 E(1)

• QUADRUM AXLE--50,000 LBS. 386 E(2)

• QUINT AXLE --- 58,000 LBS.



• MAXIMUM LEGAL AXLE WEIGHT ON NON-INTERSTATE SYSTEM  
• SINGLE AXLE------ 22,000 LBS. 386 K

• TANDEM AXLE-----37,000 LBS. 386 K

• TRIDUM AXLE------45,000 LBS. 386 K

• QUADRUM AXLE--53,000 LBS. 386 K

• QUINT AXLE – 61,000 LBS. 386 K



Maximum legal gross weight of any combination of vehicles that has a 
Tridum, Quadrum, or Quint axle is :

Interstate highways - 83,400 386 I

Non Interstate highways- 88,000 386 I



How to determine weight

• Steer Axle- on interstate systems, the Gross Axle Weight Rating 
(GAWR) is found in the door jamb of the Truck. 
• On non-interstate systems, the Steer Axle weight is determined based 

on the tire width. 





Drive Axle 

• Single axle
• 20,000 on Interstate
• 22,000 on non interstate highways
• Tandem Axles 
• 34,000 on interstate 
• 37,000 on non interstate highways
• Tridum Axles
• 42,000 on interstate
• 45,000 on non interstate highways 

Drive Axles 



Drive axle cont’d. 

• Quad axles
• 50,000 on interstate 
• 53,000 on non interstate highways
• Quint axles
• 58,000 on interstate
• 61,000 on non interstate highways



Trailer axles

Trailer axles 

Single axle
20,000 on Interstate
22,000 on non interstate highways
Tandem Axles 
34,000 on interstate 
37,000 on non interstate highways
Tridum Axles
42,000 on interstate
45,000 on non interstate highways 



Trailer axles cont’d.

• Quad axles
• 50,000 on interstate 
• 53,000 on non interstate highways
• Quint axles
• 58,000 on interstate
• 61,000 on non interstate highways

Trailer axles



• When is a permit needed? 

• Over weight
• Over width
• Over length
• Over height



Width LRS 32:380

• The maximum width of any load or vehicle is 8 feet 6 inches. Anything 
over this will require an Oversized Permit. 
• Contact the permit office to purchase this permit for width and to be 

routed properly. 



Escorts for Width 

• A private escort is needed if the width of load or vehicle is to exceed 
12 feet. This private escort is required to have an annual Escort 
Permit, purchased through the Louisiana Permit Office. 



State Police Escort for width 

• If the width is greater than 16 feet, a State Police escort is required.
• Be sure to contact city or police authority if advised on the permit.
• Some permits restrict moves through the city during certain times of 

day.



Length LRS 32:382
• A single vehicle shall not exceed 45 feet without a permit for length. 

382 A (1)
• The Trailer is not to exceed 59 feet 6 inches. Any trailing unit longer 

than this will require an oversized permit. 382 A (1)
•  A load cannot project more than 4 feet beyond the front of a single 

vehicle or the front of the foremost vehicle of a combination of 
vehicles. 382 B(1)

• A load cannot project more than 8 feet beyond the rear of the bed or 
body of a single vehicle or the rear vehicle of a combination of 
vehicles. 382 B(1)



Length cont’d

• The maximum legal length of any trailer, semi-trailer portion of a twin 
trailer combination of vehicles shall not exceed 30 feet. 382 A(1)

• The maximum legal length of a combination of vehicles on highways 
other than the designated truck route shall be 65 feet. LAC Title 73 §503 E. 
2.



This crane is over 45 feet long, is 9 feet 4 inches in width 
and weighing over 80,000 lbs.
An Oversized/Overweight permit is required for its 
length, width, and weight. 



Escort for Length 
• A private escort is required if the total measurement from front 

bumper to rear of the load (either the rear bumper or over hang 
whichever is greatest) is greater than 90 feet. 
• The Escort is required to have an Annual Escort Permit purchased 

through the Permit Office. 
• A State Police escort is required for anything greater than 125 feet in 

length. 
• Be sure to contact city or police authority when/if going through city 

limits due to certain criteria if advised on the permit.



Height 

Legal Height: 
14 feet on the interstate 

13 feet 6 inches on non interstate highways



Routes 

Permit loads have Authorized routes 
based on their size and/or weight. It 
is the responsibility of the driver to 
check their route. 



Annual Permits 
Some companies purchase annual 
permits for oversized or overweight 
commodities. Based on annual permits 
being used for multiple trips, an 
individual commodity is not listed. It is 
the company’s responsibility to know 
what would qualify as a permitable 
load. (i.e. two separate pieces of 
machinery on the trailer would void the 
permit for that load.) 



Single use permit 
shows 
commodity 





Container Permits are for 
 prepackaged products for international 
trade originating from or destined to an 
intermodal facility.  Permit allows for 
the transportation of ocean containers 
with GVW limitation of 80,000 pounds 
maximum and an axles group maximum 
of 40,000 pounds per tandem axle. 



Class 2 Permits are valid for six 
months. Tandem Axle weight 
allowed 44,000 lbs. Tridum Axle 
weight allowed 60,000 lbs. Gross 
allowed 95,000 lbs. 
Trailer’s with a spread axle 
(like the one below) is not 
eligible under the Class 2 
Permit. A one time 
overweight permit would 
need to be purchased if over 
80,000 lbs.



Civilian Escort Necessities 
1.Vehicle must be properly 

registered, in their home state.
2.360° Emergency Warning 

Lamp
3.Two solid red/fluorescent 

orange flags, mounted inline at 
approximately a 45° angle.

4.Door Signs: Name & address 
or Name, city, state, & phone 
number.

5.Two rear view mirrors, 1 per 
side.

6.Instant 2 way communication 
with carrier, Not Phones.

7.Vehicle must be road legal
8.Ten pound BC dry or equivalent 
chemical type fire extinguisher.
9.Three or more - 15 minute burning 
flares.
10.Two red/fluorescent orange hand 
held flags.



Civilian Escorts cont’d
11.Property Damage:
•      ($500,000 Minimum).

12.Liability Coverage:
•      ($500,000 Minimum).

13.Workers' Compensation: ($500,000 Minimum).

14.Driver must be properly licensed, in their home state.



Obtaining a permit from the Louisiana DOTD 
Home Page
www.dotd.la.gov



www.dotd.la.gov





Through the LaGeaux Account there are 
different ways to obtain a permit:
• WALK-IN SERVICES
• INTERNET
• WIRE SERVICES
• MAIL          
• CHARGE ACCOUNTS
• CASH BOND OF $1000      
• SURETY BOND OF  $1000     



Permit availability once purchased

•  Permits must be with the vehicles they are issued to.

•  The department will accept digital copy's on phones or tablets.

•  The permits must include required
  information, must be legible, and are
  verified for authenticity.



Agents can view current and previous permits 
purchased based on criteria (License plate, VINs 
etc.) 



Permit Office Contact Numbers

• (225) 343-2345 or 1 (800) 654-1433


